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November 2014 
 

 
Fall has come (hopefully not gone) and another year begins for the alumni association.  In addition 
to letting you know about the committee’s activities, these newsletters (and the website) can be 
used to share information and stories about St. John’s alumni. Former vice principal, Christine 
Penner, has written about the St. John’s Grandma Support group, formed in 2006 who now help 
other grandmother groups locally and in Africa. In the last newsletter, Sandy Hyman wrote about 
the St. John’s Library centennial project. Do you know someone who is making a difference in their 
community? Let us know - send your article to Carole Kurdydyk, St. John’s Alumni Association, c/o 
St. John’s High School, 401 Church Avenue, R2W 1C4 or email stj100alumni@gmail.com. 
 
 
September 17 Meeting Highlights 
 

 Possible spring 2015 fundraiser for St. John’s Library centennial 

 Discussion about awards honouring former St. John’s teachers 

 Alumni wall continues to be built and updated 

 Next meeting – Monday, November 24 at 7:00  
 
 
Meet the Teachers - September 24, 2014 
 
Sue Gibb and Debbie Marantz represented 
the Alumni Association at the event. A table 
was set up across from the Main office which 
displayed some of the archival materials. Sue 
spoke to the assembled parents informing 
them about the Alumni Association, Alumni 
Wall, the Archives and the Website. 
 
 
Alumni Pins  

 
Alumni pins can be purchased for $5.00; email Sue Gibb at 
sue.gibb@live.com or susangibb7@gmail.com or leave a message for her 
at the school, (204) 589-4374. Since June 2013, pins have been given to all 
St. John’s grads. Show your Tiger Pride and buy your alumni pin. 
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Class of 2004 10th Anniversary Reunion 
 
See the poster below for details about this reunion. Please spread the word, as Josephine needs to 
know how many are coming by November 17th. Current and former teachers are welcome!!! 
 

 
Alumni Wall  
 
The Alumni Wall now has all of the display sections completed; however, we are making some 
changes in placement of the plaques. There is still room for new individual and family plaques. Buy 
yours today! The purchase order form is available on the website, www.stjohnshighalumni.com, or 
leave a message for Sue Gibb at the school, (204) 589-4374. 

http://www.stjohnshighalumni.com/
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Website News 
 
New stories and features continue to be added to the alumni website. If you have stories, ideas, or 
photos to contribute please contact Sue, sue.gibb@live.com or susangibb7@gmail.com.   
 
 
St. John’s Grandmothers Support African and Aboriginal ‘Sisters’ 
 
In 2005, as vice-principal at St. John’s High School, I decided to visit all 459 homes of the Grade 7 
and 8 students I was in charge of. During these visits I was overwhelmed by the number of 
grandmothers I spoke with who were raising their grandchildren. After a conversation in my office 
with a grandmother who was raising a very difficult grandchild, I asked her if she wanted to go out 
for coffee some time. She jumped at the opportunity. I called a few other grandmothers whom I 
had spoken with earlier in the week and invited them to join us. This was the start of the St. John’s 
Grandmother Support Group. The group started with three grandmothers and has grown to 
include 30 grandmothers and eight volunteer drivers. The St. John’s grandmothers continue to 
meet once a month where they share a meal and participate in various activities including cooking, 
baking, making crafts, educational workshops, sharing circles, and fundraising.  
 
In 2009, after three years of monthly meetings, the grandmothers voiced a desire to start helping 
others as they were being helped. After several discussions it was decided that we would fundraise 
in order to provide support for their Aboriginal and African ‘sisters’ living in Manitoba’s First 
Nations communities and in Uganda. This led to various fundraising activities including granny 
socials, bake sales, and making crafts for Christmas craft sales. As a result of their efforts, the St. 
John’s grandmothers are currently partnering with a grandmother group in the Fisher River First 
Nations community, a grandmother group in the Borderland School Division, and four 
grandmother groups in Uganda. The Uganda grandmothers are being supported by providing 
funding for them to develop sustainable livelihoods. The hope is that the Uganda grandmothers 
will be able to generate monthly incomes in order to feed their grandchildren and pay for school 
tuition fees. Reports and photos from my recent trip to Uganda indicate that this is indeed 
happening. We are proud of the fact that, due to the St. John’s grandmother’s fundraising, we 
have now set up 90 of our 180 Uganda grandmothers with sustainable livelihoods.   
 
In September, 2011, our group became a registered charity called Grannies Gone Global. The 
mission of Grannies Gone Global is to provide emotional, social, and physical support to 
grandmothers both locally and globally who find themselves in the rewarding but challenging 
position of being caregivers of their grandchildren. Grandmother support groups provide 
grandmothers with a valuable opportunity to network with other grandmothers who are also 
raising their grandchildren. The hope is that as the St. John’s grandmothers continue to meet to 
share the challenges and successes of raising grandchildren, and as they continue to look beyond 
themselves to the plight of grandmothers raising grandchildren in other contexts, they will be 
empowered to build positive environments within their homes and communities, and to promote 
sustainability in Winnipeg’s North End. These amazing grandmothers’ desire to continue to make a 
difference in this world is only limited by a lack of finances.  
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As alumni of St. John’s High School, you are well aware of the importance of building a vibrant 
community in Winnipeg’s North End. In order to continue in this direction we need your support. If 
you would like to make a financial donation, cheques can be made payable to Grannies Gone 
Global and sent to:  
 
#34-2655 Main Street 
Winnipeg, MB  R2V 4V8 
 
If you make a financial donation, please ensure that you include your mailing address so that a tax 
receipt can be issued. Thank you so much for your consideration in supporting Grannies Gone 
Global. 
 
For further information please visit our website at www.granniesgoneglobal.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Christine Penner 
Grannies Gone Global - President 
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